ACCESSION  OF  FAISAL
was presented and approved without a dissenting vote.1 The
altered form was presented to the voters of Baghdad, July 2gth,
with the result that sixty-six of the eighty declarations of
Baghdad made the acceptance of Faisal conditional on two
points: that 'Iraq should be independent of foreign sovereignty
and that the Constituent Assembly should be convened in three
months. Kirkuk Liwa, still hesitating between joining 'Iraq or
the Kurdish enclaves, voted against Faisal. Sulaimanlya took
no part in the referendum. In Mosul, many of the declarations
accepted Faisal on the condition that the rights of the Kurds
and the minorities should be protected.
Elsewhere, the referendum proceeded quietly. Both at
Karbala and at Najaf, through the skill and assiduity of the
Mutasarrify the official formula was signed without additions.
In Hilla, many of the forty-one declarations contained a rider,
added by permission telegraphed by the High Commissioner,
that Faisal was accepted on condition that the British Mandate
would continue. Sixteen of the twenty-six Dulaim declara-
tions, five of the seven 'Amara statements and a number of
those from Mosul added similar provisos. In the Shamlya
country, as at Dlwaniya, voters made a similar condition after
the Adviser had informed them that they might add any words
they liked. So certain was the result of the referendum that,
before it was half completed and a month before his formal
accession, Amir Faisal, at Ramadi, August 25th, received the
oath of allegiance as King of 'Iraq from the shaikhs and tribes-
men of the Dulaim and the 'Anaiza and from the towns of the
Upper Euphrates from Ramadi to Al-Qaim.3 On August 15th
the Naqib was asked to undertake the formation of the first
Cabinet for the new kingdom.3
The referendum, as it was carried out, was hardly a gauge
1 The altered declaration is given in Lisdn al-'Arab, July 27th, 1921.
3 Al-Dijlay August ist; Baghdad Times, August 5th, 1921 (Fahad Beg's pro-
British outburst was omitted); Bell, op. cit., pp. 613-15. For excerpts from
Faisal's speech to the Shaikhs, see Appendix vn.
3 Bell, op. cit., p. 618.
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